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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it possible to surely 
reproduce a storage medium even though digital watermark 
information is detected erroneously concerning a normal storage 
medium enciphered through a predetermined cryptography. 
SOLUTION: Only in a non-ciphered case, a digital watermark is 
detected and reproduction is limited thereby. When an encryption 
detecting circuit 10 detects that a storage medium is not 
enciphered by a predetermined encipherment system and a digital 
watermark detector 20 detects digital watermark information, a 
reproduction limiting circuit 30 stops reproducing. When the 
encription detecting circuit 10 detects that the storage medium is 
enciphered by the predetermined encipherment system, the 
reproduction limiting circuit 30 does not stop reproducing. 
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